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situation before the court and a particular system of law. The
connecting factor varies with the circumstances. If5 for instance,
a British subject dies intestate, domiciled in France, leaving
movables in England and land in Scotland, his movables will
be distributed according to the law of France because of his
domicil in that country, but Scots law, as being the lex situs,
will determine the succession to the land.
4. Application of the lex causae.
The final step is to decide the dispute in accordance with the Ambiguity
chosen law. This task is not always as simple and straight-ofthecx-
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forward as it seems at first sight, for if a foreign law represents 'foreign
the lex causae the exact meaning to be given to the word law'law>
in the context is often a matter of controversy. It may be clear,
for instance, that the movables of a deceased person are to be
distributed'in accordance with French law, but it may not be
so clear whether this direction confines the judge to the internal
law of France or whether it requires him to consider the French
rules of private international law. This problem necessitates an
inquiry into the doctrine of renvoi.' We will now consider these
four matters in more detail.
i. Jurisdiction of the English court
This is the one of the four matters that must await more
detailed treatment.1 It is enough to say at this stage that the
jurisdiction of the court must be available to the plaintiff and
must be exercisable over both the defendant and the cause of
action. As will appear later, one person, the alien enemy, has
no right of recourse to the courts, while foreign sovereigns and
certain other persons, such as ambassadors, are immune from
the jurisdiction. Again, the general rule is that no action lies
against a defendant unless he is personally present in England
or unless he submits to the jurisdiction. However, despite such
presence, certain proceedings affecting status, such as a petition
for divorce, cannot in general be instituted unless the defen-
dant is domiciled in England.2 Finally, certain causes of action,
such as trespass to foreign land, are not triable in England.3
2.Classification of the cause of action
What is meant by the 'classification of the cause of action* is Meaning of
the allocation of the question raised by the factual situation
before the court to its correct legal category, and its object is to
1 Infra, pp. 87 et seqq.      2 Infra, pp. 383 et seqq.      3 Infra, pp. 595-6.

